UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REGA ON 5

DATE: Septenber 2, 1999

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnents and Activities
Endi ng on August 27, 1999

FROM WIlliamE Mino, Director
Super fund Di vi si on

TO Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |listed bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
t rai ni ng/ conf er ences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Ener gency Response, Waubansia Mercury, Chicago, Illinois

On August 24, 1999, On-Scene Coordinators Walter N ed and Verneta
Si mon, and the Superfund Techni cal Assistance and Response Team
(START) responded to an energency call regardi ng exposure to
mercury. Over the weekend, a teenager had been hospitalized for
mercury poisoning and his fam|ly was concerned about their

heal th, since the 16-year had been dipping jewelry into nmercury
inside the famly's apartnent. |In addition, sone of the mercury
had been spilled in the apartnent and the fl oor had been nopped.
Air nonitoring perforned inside the apartnent indicated nercury

|l evel s were as high as 0.097 mlligrans per cubic neter. The
Agency for Toxic Substances and D sease Registry (ATSDR)
recommends that indoor residential |evels should not exceed 0.003
mlligrans per cubic neter. Therefore, $50,000 was verbally
approved by the Energency Response Branch Chief R ck Karl to
conduct a cleanup of this apartnent.

Contacts: Verneta Sinon (312-886-3601)
Walter Nied (312-886-4466)

Compl aint Filed, Pepsi-Cola General Bottlers, Cncinnati, Chio

On August 24, 1999, the United States Environnmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) Ofice of Chem cal Enmergency Preparedness and
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Prevention, issued an Adm ni strative Conpl ai nt agai nst Pepsi-Col a
General Bottlers ("Pepsi™), G ncinnati, Chio, for failing to

i mredi ately notify the National Response Center (NRC), the Chio
St at e Energency Response Conmi ssion (SERC) and the Ham | ton
County Local Energency Planning Conmttee (LEPC), of a rel ease of
38, 050 pounds of ferric sulfate which occurred fromthis facility
on Septenber 23, 1998. The rel ease occurred when a fork lift
driver accidentally hit the supply line to a ferric sulfate tank,
causing the release of ferric sulfate onto asphalt that then
mgrated to a stormsewer and into a tributary of MIIl Creek
Ferric sulfate is toxic to aquatic life. The facility was
evacuated for over 2 hours and three enpl oyees were injured while
attenpting to mtigate the release. Ferric sulfate is a

Conpr ehensi ve Environnmental Response, Conpensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA) hazardous substance with a reportable quantity (RQ
of 1,000 pounds. This release was 38 tines the RQ Pepsi
notified the NRC, SERC, and LEPC approxi mately 50 hours after the
rel ease. The Conpl aint proposes a $83,325 penalty for the three
violations. Pepsi has 30 days to respond to the Conpl aint.

Contact: Ruth McNanmara (312-353-3193)

Pre-Construction | nspection Meeting, Waodstock Minicipal Landfil

Superfund Site, Wodstock, Illinois

On August 11, 1999, a pre-construction inspection neeting was
conducted for the Wodstock Minicipal Landfill Superfund site in
Wodstock, Illinois. Present were representatives of the Cty of

Whodst ock and Al liedSignal (respondents to a Unil ateral

Adm ni strative Order), their contractor (Conestoga-Rovers &
Associates), U S. EPA and U S. EPA s oversight provider (United
States Arny Corps of Engi neers Omha and Chicago District
Ofices). The $8-mllion cleanup will have two phases. The
current phase, which runs through Cctober 1999, will prepare the

site for construction of a landfill cap in Spring 2000. This
work includes clearing the site, excavating contam nated wetl and
sedinments and landfilling themon-site, sifting on-site soils for
reuse as landfill cover, and cl osing unneeded on-site nonitoring
wells. The second phase wll run through the 2000 construction
season and wi Il include regrading, contouring, geonenbrane,

drai nage, topsoil, installing a landfill gas venting system

installing a surface-water and sedi nentati on control system
nonitoring, and institutional controls on future uses of the
site.

Contact: John O Grady (312-886-1477)

Pre- Constructi on I nspection Meting, Arcanumlron & Metal
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Superfund Site, Darke County, Chio

The Arcanum lron and Metal (AIM Superfund Site, |ocated in Darke
County, Chio, was a |lead-acid battery breaking facility.

Approxi mately 4,000 cubic yards of |lead acid battery casing

chi ps, and approxi mately 28,000 cubic yards of | ead-contam nated
soils will be cleaned up under a Consent Decree. The $5. 8-
mllion project will focus on an 4-1/2 acre fornmer disposal area
for |l ead-acid battery casing chips and spent acid fromthe | ead-
acid batteries.

On August 18, 1999, a pre-construction inspection neeting was
attended by representatives fromthe Village of Arcanum Tw n
Townshi p, Darke County, the Settling Defendants contractor
(ENTACT), the Chio Environnmental Protection Agency (Chio EPA)

U S EPA and the United States Arny Corps of Engi neers Omaha and
Huntington District Ofices. Since the renedial action contract
has al ready been awarded, the next itens for the Settling

Def endants include initiation of construction, renoval and
stabilization of battery casing chips, and a pre-excavation
confirmatory soil sanpling report.

Contact: John O Grady (312-886-1477)

Pr oposed Pl an Public Meeting, Ranpbna Park Sanitary Landfill Site
(Battery Casing Area), Shel by Townshi p, M chi gan

On February 24, 1999, the Ofice of Public Affairs' Comrunity

I nvol venent Coordi nator and the Renedi al Project Manager visited
wi th Shel by Township | eaders to discuss U S. EPA s invol venent
with Battery Casing Area of the Ranona Park Sanitary Landfi l
site in Maconb County, Mchigan. U S. EPA rel eased the

Engi neeri ng Eval uati on/ Cost Analysis (EE/CA) to the public on
July 19, 1999. On July 29, 1999, U. S. EPA held a public neeting
to di scuss the proposed cleanup plan for the site. Approxinmately
20 peopl e attended, and many supported U. S. EPA s proposed

cl eanup action which involves excavating all soils greater than
400 mlligranms per kilogramlead at the Battery Casing Area and
ex-situ treatnment and off-site disposal. Based on an August 16,
1999, Detroit News article, Shel by Townshi p Supervisor Rick
Bottcher supports U S. EPA s proposed pl an.

Contact: Kyle Rogers (312-886-1995)

Proposed Plan Public Meeting, Byron Salvage Yard Superfund Site,
Byron, Illinois

On August 25, 1999, a public neeting was held to discuss the
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proposed cl eanup plan for the Byron Sal vage Yard Superfund Site
in Byron, Illinois. 1In the 1960s, the salvage yard operated as a
junk yard where druns of electroplating wastes and ot her
materials (oil sludges, paint sludges, cutting wheels, solvents,

and scrap netal) were brought for disposal. Industrial wastes
were reportedly dunped directly on the ground at tines of heavy
rainfall. The proposed groundwater renedy consists of: 1)

i nprovenent to the existing nunicipal water supply, including the
installation of a new drinking water well and rel ocation of the
exi sting punp station, 2) groundwater nonitoring, including
gquarterly water |evel neasurenments and sem annual nonitoring of
approxi mately 35 existing nonitoring and residential wells, and
3) deed restrictions or advisories placed on properties
potentially affected by the plune. The estimated cost of the
groundwat er renedy is approximtely $3.5 mllion.

Contact: Tom Short (312-353-8826)

Pr oposed Pl an Public Meeting, Record of Decision Anendnent, Duel
& Gardner Landfill Superfund Site, Dalton, M chigan

On August 19, 1999, U. S. EPA and the M chi gan Departnent of
Environnental Quality (MDEQ held a public nmeeting to present the
changes in the proposed renedy resulting fromnew findings of the
Responsi bl e Parties' pre-renedial design investigation
(di m ni shed or stabilized groundwater contam nation). The new

renmedy proposed will retain the capping of the landfill and
source excavation, will hold the punp & treatnent systemas a
contingency plan, and will push forward with an aggressive

nonitoring plan. Attendees consisted of representatives from
City of Muskegon, U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, and people living
near the site. Several questions were asked regardi ng when the
cleanup will finally begin. No adverse comments were raised at

t he neeti ng.

Contact: Kyle Rogers (312-886-1995)

Community Qutreach, Reclamation Gl Site, Detroit, M chigan

During the week of August 9-13, 1999, Emergency Response
Community Qutreach Coordi nator G nny Narsete, provided outreach
activities on the Reclamation G| site in Detroit, Mchigan. The
site is an abandoned chem cal manufacturing, storage and
distribution facility. Qutreach activities included photo
docunent ati on of the site and canvassing the nei ghborhood tal ki ng
with the local school officials and nearby nei ghbors. On-Scene
Coordi nator (OSC) Kurt Gunert is keeping in touch daily with

| ocal nei ghbors giving themupdates in site cleanup status. Next
steps include a community neeting and an opportunity for the GOSC
totalk with the local school children about environnental issues



and the U S. EPA Enmergency Response Program

Contact: Virginia (G nny) Narsete (312-886-4359)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Energency Pl anni ng and Community Ri ght-to-Know Act Conpli ance
| nspections, Plating Sector, Addison and Chicago, Illinois

On August 24, 1999, Ceorge Rancich and WIIliam Sandstrom of

O fice of Chem cal Energency Preparedness and Prevention ( OCEPP)
conducted two Enmergency Pl anning and Community Ri ght-to-Know Act
(EPCRA) conpliance inspections in the Chicago area. The
facilities inspected were anong those which had not responded to
a conpliance assistance mailing by the Illinois State Energency
Response Conmi ssion (SERC). These mailings were part of a joint
State/U. S. EPA Sector Initiative involving SIC Codes 3471
(plating and polishing) and 3479 (netal coating and col oring).

The facilities inspected were Mexicali Hard Chrone, Addison,
[I'linois, and ProTec Metal Finishing, Chicago, Illinois. One of
the facilities was found to have chem cal inventories exceeding
the reporting thresholds for EPCRA Section 312. Results of the
i nspections will be docunmented in reports to OCEPP enforcenent
personnel for review and any appropriate foll owup action.

Contacts: George Rancich (312-886-6148)
W liam Sandstrom (312-886-6028)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Nat i onal Associ ation of Renedial Project Minagers Training
Conference, Chicago, Illinois

On August 2-6, 1999, approximately 45 State project nanagers and
over 100 U.S. EPA Renedi al Project Managers (RPMs) participated
in the National Association of Renedial Project Managers ( NARPM
annual conference in Chicago, IlIlinois. The week began with two
field trips: a "Brownfields Tour in Southeast Chicago," courtesy
of the City of Chicago, and a "Kerr-MGee Superfund Sites" tour.
The Opening Plenary Session included remarks from WII|iam Mino,
Region 5 Superfund Director; Larry Reed, Ofice of Emergency and
Renedi al Response Deputy Director; and M chael Sal non, Senior

Vi ce President of TRC Conpanies, Inc. M. Salnon's conpany is

i nvol ved with eval uating and choosi ng redevel opnent and
beneficial reuse options at Superfund sites. The initial days of
the conference consisted of training sessions on topics including
cost estimating, nedia relations, public speaking,
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redevel opnent/reuse, renedial design/renedial action oversight,
natural attenuation of chlorinated solvents, field based site
characterization, |eadership, operations and nmai nt enance, and the
renoval process for RPMs. The final days were for group panel

di scussi on sessions on program policy and technical areas such as
Federal facilities, enforcenent, groundwater, sedinments, and much
nore. The neeting closed with new nom nations for NARPM
co-chairs. Region 3 will host next year's conference.

Contacts: Richard Jeng (703-603-8749)
Di on Novak (312-886-4737)
Berni e Schorle (312-886-4746)
Brad Bradl ey (312-886-4742)

Counter-Terrorism Trai ni ng, Fort Leonard Wod, M ssour

During the week of August 9, 1999, On-Scene Coordi nator (0OSC) Len
Zintak participated in Counter-Terrorismfield training exercises
with the newwy formed National Guard Rapid Assessnent Initial
Detection (RAID) Teans at Fort Leonard Whod, M ssouri. Currently
there are ten 22-person teans, with plans to formup to 17
additional teans. The National Guard RAID Teans wl| be
activated by the governors of their States and the teans w ||
provi de techni cal support to civilian response agencies in the

field. Wen fully operational, the RAID Teans will be capabl e of
detecting chem cal, biological, and radiological nmaterials in the
field. The Region 5 Raid Teamw || be |ocated near Peori a,

[I'linois, and they will respond to Counter-Terrorismincidents in
all six States.

Contact: Len Zintak (312-886-4246)

Bi ol ogi cal Wapon Tabl e Top Exercise, M| waukee, Wsconsin

On August 20, 1999, On- Scene Coordinator (OSC) Rey Rivera
attended a Bi ol ogi cal Wapons Tabl e Top Exercise in M| waukee,
Wsconsin. This represented the final exercise of Train-the-

Trai ner Enmergency Responder Nuclear, Biological, and Chem cal
(NBC) courses sponsored by the National Domestic Preparedness
Program The Donestic Preparedness Train-the-Trainer programis
a Federally sponsored and funded effort designed to assi st
Federal, State and | ocal agencies in preparing for and respondi ng
to an NBC terrorist incident.

The one-day "Measured Response" facilitated Tabl e Top exercise
took place at the Medical College of Wsconsin. The purpose of
the exercise was to provide the local, State, and Federal
participants with an opportunity to eval uate current response
concepts, plans, and capabilities for response to a terrori st
biologic attack at a |local Sunmer festival. The successful
exerci se focused on the M| waukee's role in the response to three
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di stinct phases of the response to a biologic incident:
I ncubation, Initial Response, Response and Recovery.

Contact: Ray Rivera (312-886-1450)

cc: Steve Hernman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza ( OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/Ofice Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



